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Persons, Pittman

Pluck PGA Prize

By Ed Grisamore
Stall Writer

Macon's Peter Persons and Vida-
.lia's Drew Pittman found them-
selves in similar situations, but
under different circumstances at
the Georgia PGA Junior Sectional
Wednesday at Riverside Golf and
Country Club.

For Pittman, it was a day of the
“Great Wait.” After teeing off with
one of the first groups to go out on
the course Wednesday morning, the
13-year-old Pittman had to wait
around the leader board afterwards
to see whether his four-over-par
76 would hold down first place in the
boys’ 12:13 age division.

And for Persons, it was a day of
the “‘Great Weight." After heading
out with the last foursome of the
day and going into the final three
holes shooting one over par, the
17-year-old Stratford ace had to
engineer a clutch charge toward
the clubhouse to force a sud-
den-death playoff with two other
golfers.

But both Persons and Pittman
found a happy ending at the conchs-
sion of the 3-hole junior tourna-
ment.

PERSONS BIRDIED the final
three holes to fire a
70 for a total of 144. The score
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“1 didnt care too much abowt
that (the divisien),”’ said an
exhausted Persohs, whese 70
madched his best round ever at Riv-
erside. “What | really wanted was
to qualify for the matiensl tcurne-
memt.” :

And he did. mwu.
hasd-to-bead with the first
e keten, Porssas eouned bamme e
birdie on the parS third hole

qualify for the national tournament
in Palm Beach, Fla., in August.
Willis's three-foot birdie putt on the
last hole took a trip around the lip
and rolled off.

PERSONS SPENT most of the
sultry afternoon running down
errant shots and wondering when
his putter would start cooperating.
But the Macon golfer credited his
past tournament experience with
his ability to pull it out down the
final stretch.

“] wasn't nervous because I've
been though it before," he said.
“Chad (Willis) deserves a lot of
credit. He had been waiting around
since 12:00 (Persons finished at
6:15) and that hurt him. I had
the momentum.”

Pittman’s first place finish wasn't

' nearly as dramatic as Persons's,

but it was just as gratifying. The
Vidalia youngster has now won all
four tournaments he has entered
this year.

“My chipping and putting heiped
me today, because 1 wasn't hitting
my drives well,” said Pittman,
whose father, Andy, is the head pro
at Vidalia Country Ciub and whose
uncle, Grady, is head basketball
coach at Macon's Windsor Acad-
emy.

“I'm not used to playing on a golf
course with a lot of hills,” he said.
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Tifton's Bifly Bulmer was one of
three goifers in the boys’ 14-15
with 153 for third place.
's Ben Waugh's 76 enabled

him to fimish sixth with a 138

Savannah's Anm Stacy, sister of

pre Hollis Stacy, won the girls 1617
division with a 154.
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Vidolia's Drew Pittmon Sinks Putt in Route 1o Junior Win
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Bevs ¥-17

1. Peter Persons (Macon) 74:70 — 144; 3. Steve Pitts (Gritin) 71.73 —
144; 3. Jon Leonard Jr. (Warner Robins) 75-70 — 148,

Seovs 1415

1. Chad Wiills (Moulirie) 70-74 — 144; 2. Bill McDonald (Dalfon) 78-73
== 151; 3. Bllly Buimer (Tifton) 74-79 — 153; Gary Kinna (Dousiasville)
76-77 —183; Jett Rich (Villa Rica) 76-77 — 153.

Bevs 12-13

1. Drew Pittmon (Vidalia) 76-76 — 152; 2. Peter Brennen (Savonnah)
82-74 — 156; 3. Billy Edwards (Moultrie) 81-77 — 158; Patrick Mallard
(Woycross) 80-78 — 158.

Giris V617
1. Ann Stacy (Savannah) 78-76 — 154,
,  Giris 13 ond Under

1. Marcie White (Warner Robins) 100-82 —182. A4
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