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Mozley teaching pro
loses to Orchard’s James
Mason in three-man
playoff.

By Stan Awtrey
sawtrey@ajc.com

he heartaches have come

too often lately for Lilburn

golf professional Tim
Weinhart.

Over the weekend the teaching
pro from Jimmy Mozley's Golf
Center in Lawrenceville missed
qualifying for the upcoming PGA
Championship by one shot. A bad
third round, where he played the

! last five holes in five over, left

him one shot out of qualifying and
when rain canceled the final
round he had no chance at
redemption.

Tuesday the anguish came at
the Georgia PGA Atlanta Open at
the White Columns Golf Course in
Alpharetta, as Weinhart lost in a
three-man playoff for one of the
state’s major championships.

Weinhart carded a 6-under 66

| in the second round — the lowest

score of the tournament — and
finished in a three-way tie for first
with James Mason of the Orchard
Golf and Country Club and Greg
Lee of Port Armor Club. Weinhart
opened the tournament with a 71
on Monday.

All three players parred the
first playoff hole, the 463-yard
par-4 18th hole. After reloading
and playing 18 again, Mason and
Weinhart were in the fairway and
Lee was against a tree in the
woods to the right.

Mason placed his approach
about 30 feet to the left of the pin.
Weinhart knocked his in the

ATLANTA OPEN

Lilburn’s Weinhart comes up short

greenside bunker that guards the
right side.

Mason putted to within 3 feet,
leaving Weinhart only to get up
and down from the bunker and
force another playoff hole.
Instead he left the ball in the
sand. His ensuing shot nearly
rolled in the hole, but cost him a
bogey and allowed Mason to roll
his putt in to win the tournament.

It was a bitter setback for
Weinhart, who was accompanied
all day by wife Cathy. Weinhart,
who earlier this spring won the
Georgia PGA East Chapter cham-
pionship, left the course without
comment.

“He didn't have a bad lie or
anything, he just didn’t hit it,"”
Mason said. “But Tim’s such a
good sand player, I knew he
might hole the second one . .. and
he almost did.”

The victory was the second of
the spring on the Georgia PGA
circuit for Mason, who earlier
won the Eddie Wiggins Classic in
Warner Robins. It was the first
Atlanta Open championship for
Mason, who was the Georgia PGA
Player of the Year in 1997 and
1998.

“They gift wrapped it for me
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Close encounter: James Mason (above left) won the Atlanta
Open in a three-man playoff with Jimmy Mozley's Golf Center
teaching pro Tim Weinhart (above) and Greg Lee.

and I took it,” Mason said.

Mason, a former teacher at
Mozley's, recently moved back to
Clarkesville to teach at the
Orchard. Most of the time he’s
preparing for the Senior PGA
Qualifying School in the fall.

Other local professionals were
in contention when the second
round started, but never really
threatened.

Stephen Keppler of Summit
Chase Country Club shot a 73 and

tied for 11th at 2-under. Brian
Puterbaugh of Northcrest Acad-
emy of Golf had trouble down the
stretch, shot a 74 and finished
tied for 19th at 144.

Among those who tied for 36th
at 147 were: Scott Hinkly, the
head professional at Berkeley
Hills, who shot a 71; Danny
Elkins of the Georgia Golf Center,
who shot a 76; and Ty Robinson,
an amateur from the TPC at Sug-
arloaf, who shot 73.




Newspapers
by cBlancestry

The Atlanta Constitution (Atlanta, Georgia) -

28 Jun 2000, Wed - Page 69
Printed on Mar 1, 2024

GEORGIA PGA
ATLANTA OPEN
at White Columns Golf Club
Final-round scores (Top leaders)
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