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Johnson Couldn’t Believe City Golf Title

By NORMAN AREY

George Jchnson was mad.
He was disgusted and just
plain frustrated.

“I couldn’t make a putt,”

said the touring golf profes-
sional after completing his

final round in the Atlanta City
Open golf tournament at the
Fairington Golf a n d Tennis
Club.

“I've played out here quite
a few times, so you'd think I
would make a few putts, but I
didn’t. I really thought I had a

shot at this thing, but I blew
)1 4

About 45 minutes Ilater,
Johnson was accepting the
first-place prize check of $300,
and just couldn’t believe he
had won it.

“I NEVER thought my two
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rounds (76-72) would win,”
said Johnson. “I just didn’t
believe four-over-par would be
good enough to win. I figured
I would have to shoot a 70
today to even have a chance.
Then when I missed that short
putt on the 18th, T was sure I
was out of it.”

What Johnson didn’t take
into account is that everyone
else was also mad, disgusted
and frustrated, and ended with
scores much worse than his.

First day co-leader Richard
Fuller fired a closing 77 for a
149 total, one back of Johnson,
Amateur Charles Harrison,
who shared the opening-round
lead with Fuller, skied to a 79.

Harrison had an atrocious
start, bogeying two of the first
three holes, and then closed
with three bogeys in his last
four holes.

Johnson is currently 65th on
the PGA money list with a
total of some $36,000 in prize
money, but he has two more
chances to crack the top 60
and the exemption list for
next year.

JOHNSON will play in the
$125,000 Heritage Golf Classic
at Hilton Head, S.C. Nov. 23-
26, then finish up in the $150,-
000 Walt Disney World Open
in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.,
Nov. 30-Dec. 3.
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